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The Euromissiles Crisis and  
the End of the Cold War, 1977-1987 

 
Dear Conference Participants, 
 
 We are pleased to present to you this document reader, intended to facilitate discussion at the 
upcoming conference on the Euromissiles Crisis, to be held in Rome on 10-12 December 2009.  
 
 This collection was compiled by the Cold War International History Project (CWIHP) and the 
Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) with indispensable support from conference participants, 
outside contributors, and institutional sponsors. It is by no means comprehensive. In selecting the 
documents, we sought to include some of the most important materials available and to provide a broad 
overview of the Euromissiles Crisis from a variety of perspectives.  
 
 This reader is divided into four parts: The Peace Movement highlights the perspective of the grass-
roots activists from both sides of the Iron Curtain who opposed the Euromissiles deployment and the arms 
race generally, and the three chronological sections on International Diplomacy focus upon the actions and 
views of the policy-makers and world leaders who were at the very center of the Euromissiles Crisis. 
 
 We are extremely grateful to everyone who contributed documentary evidence to this reader, 
including Gianni Battimelli, William Burr, Malcolm Byrne, Elizabeth Charles, Lodovica Clavarino, Helge 
Danielsen, Ruud van Dijk, Matthew Evangelista, Nathan Jones, Holger Nehring, Leopoldo Nuti, Giordana 
Pulcini, Bernd Rother, Giles Scott-Smith and James Graham Wilson. Piero Craveri, Laura Pizei and Serena 
Baldari played a key role in making documents from the Craxi Foundation available in this reader.  
 

Once the documents were in hand, a number of people worked to ensure that this collection was 
ready for dissemination, including Christian Ostermann, Bernd Schaefer, Mircea Munteanu and Kristina 
Terzieva at CWIHP, the German Historical Institute’s German History in Documents and Images Project 
Manager Kelly McCullough, Lars Unar Stordal Vegstein from the London School of Economics, as well as 
an extraordinarily capable team of CWIHP Research Assistants, including Pieter Biersteker, Amy Freeman, 
Ekaterina Radaeva, Elizabeth Schumaecker, and Katarzyna Stempniak. 
 
 This reader and the larger conference to which it is connected benefited immensely from the 
support of Fondazione Craxi, the National Security Archive at the George Washington University, the 
University of Paris III-Sorbone Nouvelle, the University of Paris I-Pantheon Sorbonne, Bundeskanzler Willy 
Brandt Stiftung, the London School of Economics’ Cold War Studies Centre, and BCC Roma. The Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Embassy of the United States in Rome deserve special thanks for their 
central roles in sponsoring and hosting this conference. 
 
 Finally, we would also like to recognize the efforts of those whose hard work has made this 
conference possible, including Matteo Gerlini for his pioneering research at the Fondazione Craxi, and of 
course Leopoldo Nuti, and his outstanding staff, Giordana Pulcini, Lodovica Clavarino and Flavia Gasbarri, 
as well as the Wilson Center’s Diana Micheli, who designed the conference poster and program.  
 
       
      Tim McDonnell 
      Washington, D.C. 
      November 2009 
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Craxi Foundation Archive 
 
1) Sezione I: Attività di partito 
Serie 2: Vita interna del Psi 
Sottoserie 2: Riunioni di organi direttivi 
 
 Sottosottoserie 1: Comitato centrale 
 
UA 13 . Riunione del Comitato centrale del 14-17 gennaio 1980 , 01/1980, pp. 7-13. 
 
Document Abstract – During a meeting of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Party, Craxi presents his point of view on the tense International situation  
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Typewritten Text
-Contributed by Giordana Pulcini and Leopoldo Nuti.
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Typewritten Text
Willy Brandt Archive, A9,7, Schreiben Brandt an Breshnew, 11.3.1980,Also published in Willy Brandt, Berliner Ausgabe, Bonn (Dietz), Vol. 9, 2003.-Contributed by Bernd Rother.
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Typewritten Text
Contributed by Nathan Jones, FOIA Case Number F-2008-01703.
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Typewritten Text
Willy Brandt Archive, A9,7, Schreiben Breschnew an Brandt, 28.8.1980,Also published in Willy Brandt, Berliner Ausgabe, Bonn (Dietz) Vol. 9, 2003.-Contributed by Bernd Rother.
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