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Telegram, Zhong Enlai to Mao Zedong, Liu Shaoqi, and the CCP Central
Committee, Regarding the final plenary session of the conference (excerpt), July 22,
1954

Record No.: 206-Y0051

Chairman Mao, Comrade [Liu] Shaoqi, and report to the Central Committee:

The following is a brief report on the situation of the 21

(1) “The Agreement on Cessation of Hostilities in Cambodia” was not signed
until noon time of the 21, after much debate; and the time for troop withdrawal, with
compromise, was finally set for three months.

(2) At 11:00 a.m. Eden came to my villa to say farewell. He said that Britain
placed a lot of emphasis on the connections that had been established between China and
Britain, and hoped that the two countries would maintain this relationship with
confidence in the future. I said that the relationship between the two countries should
develop further, He expressed gratitude to the help that I had rendered (to him] this time.
I thanked him for the effort as chair of the conference.... I hoped that Britain should pay
special attention to that the United States would not make trouble in Cambodia, and Eden
said that he was confident that the United States would not establish military bases in
Cambodia....

(3) At 1:00 p.m., I invited Mendes-France to a lunch for returning his favor. He
said that the meetings with me this time had allowed the Geneva Conference to be
successful, and also had opened the path for the development of French-Chinese relations.
I also cheered for the development of Chinese-French relations on the new basis of
friendship. Mendes-France asked me whether he should resign since the agreement on
ceasefire was not signed in time, I said that the main things had done, and that this small
matter would be counted as nothing. He said that both Molotov and I, same as their
president, were of the opinion that he should not resign. He said with smile that when he
reported to the parliament he would say that “Premier Zhou Enlai does not want me to
resign.”

(4) At 3:00 p.m. the closing session was held. Eden was the chair. Mendes-
France’s attitude was quite reconciliatory, and he mentioned President Ho Chi Minh in
his final presentation. Toward the end of the session, Smith was trying to make trouble,
but the atmosphere of the whole session was reconciliatory. Eden’s attitude was to
conclude the conference smoothly, so the closing session of the conference is quite
harmonious.

(4) In the evening, the three delegations from the Soviet Union, Vietnam and
China gathered to have a celebratory dinner at my place. Comrade Molotov already left
for Moscow at midnight.

Zhou Enlai
1:00, July 22, 1954

Translated for CWIHP by Chen Jian. Draft. Do not quote without permission from
CWIHP.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

A.l. MIKOYAN with Fidel CASTRO, [Cuban President] Oswaldo DORTICOS
TORRADO, [Defense Minister] Raul CASTRO, Ernesto GUEVARA, Emilio
ARAGONES and Carlos Rafael RODRIGUEZ

4 November 1962
A.l. MIKOYAN

I can give examples how our state and other countries voluntarily limit their actions while
preserving their sovereign rights. For example, sovereignty of a host-country does not
apply to the territory of foreign embassies. In this case we see a limitation of actions
without limitation of sovereignty.

Another example. An agreement to create an international verification commission was
achieved in Geneva [in 1954] during the discussion of the Indochina issue. The proposal
was made by representatives of the Soviet Union, China, and other countries. The
proposal was also supported by the leader of the Democratic Republic of Vietham
comrade Ho Chi Minh, who was directly concerned. Currently both Ho Chi Minh and the
king of Cambodia ask to preserve that international verification commission. In this case
there is no question of limiting the sovereign rights neither of Vietnam nor Cambodia.

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998




Cuban Record of Conversation, Mikoyan and Cuban Leadership,

Havana, 4 November 1962

MEETING OF THE SECRETARIAT OF THE CRI WITH MIKOYAN AT THE NATIONAL
PALACE,

Al MIKOYAN

Cuba is in the hands of the Cubans. But because we were the owners of those
weapons... (paragraph missing). [notation in original-ed.] We thought that you, after the
consultations, you would accept the inspection. But we never thought of deciding
anything for you. Why did we think that we could accept a verification of the dismantling
by neutrals, without infringement of the Cuban sovereignty? It was understood that no
State would accept an infringement of your sovereignty. In very particular cases, a State
can... [ellipsis in document--ed.] its acts, by agreement and not due to pressures from
abroad - the territory of the Embassy within a sovereign State for example. When
discussing the problem of Indochina and Vietnam in Geneva [in 1954], an agreement
was reached to create an International Control Commission.

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998
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ZHOU ENLAI AND ALGERIAN PRESIDENT BEN BELLA'
Algiers, 30 March 1965

Zhou Enlai: The Vietnam question resulted completely from the trouble made by the
Americans. Originally, according to the Geneva agreement of 1954, France withdrew
from Vietnam, and two years later, south and north Vietnam should unite peacefully. But
the American invasion hindered the realization of the peaceful unification of the north
and the south, At present, the United States intends to scare Vietnam by expanding the
war, hoping that Vietnam will yield to American bombardment, agreeing to negotiate.
The United States also intends to scare China, forcing us to accept peace negotiations.
Further, the United States is pursuing peace negotiation through the Soviet Union,
Britain, France, and other countries. "Unconditional cease-fire"—this is nothing but
requesting that the people in South Vietham should stop armed struggle, that North
Vietnam should stop supporting the struggle in South Vietnam, and that the puppet
troops in South Vietnam would be given some breathing space, so that the United States
would be able to strengthen its military presence in South Vietnam. An unconditional
ceasefire in South Vietnam? No way. This would mean that South Vietham would once
again be enslaved, continuing to be ruled by the puppet regime. The activities for an
unconditional ceasefire are conducted by all kinds of people, including the activities by
the British. Some are directly, and some are indirectly, instructed by the United States [to
do so]. But there are also some good-intentioned people who believe that the problems
can be solved through peace negotiations. But all these activities are unfavorable to the
liberation of the people in South Vietnam, if viewed objectively.

[Notes:
1. Ahmed Ben Bella, 1919-, President of Algeria from its independence in 1962 until he
was deposed on 19 June 1965. "]

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998




Discussion between Mao Zedong and Hoang Van Hoan’

Mao Zedong advises Hoang Van Hoan to escalate without hesitation, as the war
has already begun to do so, July 16 1965

Mao Zedong: ...We all believed in the Geneva Accords but the enemy did not respect
them. After you regrouped your troops, they started killing people. They kill people in the
South in order to teach them a lesson. At first, our motto was mainly for the political
struggle and the military struggle was secondary. Later, the political and military
struggles became equal. And then the military struggle will be the main [part], the
political struggle will be supportive to the military one. So, we are also escalating step by
step.

At first, we destroy a platoon, and then a company. Then we annihilate a battalion, and a
regiment or two. That way, we can destroy from 4 to 5 battalions [in] each campaign. We
should escalate and we should know how to escalate step by step.

[Notes:
1. Hoang Van Hoan headed a DRV National Assembly delegation to China.]

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998



Chinese Foreign Ministry Circular, “Talks Between the Ghanaian Mission and the
DRV, August 03, 1965

The Ghanaian mission has concluded its visit to the Democratic Republic of Vietham
(DRV) on July 30. The mission has failed in its effort on behalf of the Anglo-American
"peace talk" plot to lobby the DRV.

1. The following is a description of the Ghanaian-Vietnamese talks as provided by the
DRV:

The Ghanaian mission stated that Ghana supported the Four-Point Proposal of the
DRVI[2] and the Five-Point Formula of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam
(NLF)[3] and was interested in the NLF's proposal to establish a National Coalition
Government and implement peace and neutrality. The purpose of Nkrumah's
participation in the British Commonwealth "peace mission" was to serve the interests of
the Vietnamese people. The condition for his participation was the recognition of the
NLF as the representative of South Vietham. Ghana was no longer associated with this
mission now. At present, the American position was not much different from the
positions of South and North Vietnam. The United States was willing to implement the
Geneva Accords and withdraw its forces from South Vietnam. The United States
believed that the unification of Vietnam should be decided by the Vietnamese people
themselves. Where the United States differed from North Vietnam and the NLF was just
the demand on neutralization of entire Vietnam. The current moment was the best time
to begin peace talks. Ghana suggested that Afro-Asian countries serve as mediators to
promote peace talks. It was the hope of Afro-Asian countries to restore peace in Vietnam.
The DRV must unite with Afro-Asian countries in order to realize its goals. Disunity

meant weakness. ‘

The proposal made by the Ghanaian mission to the Vietnamese represents the old plot
of unconditional peace negotiations advanced several times in the past by the
imperialists, revisionists, and reactionaries. The idea that "Afro-Asian countries served
as mediators” is designed in reality to bypass the Geneva Accords to get the United
States and the DRV into direct talks while countries like Ghana help the United States by
pressuring the DRV. Before the visit of the Ghanaian mission to Hanoi, we had notified
the DRV of our position on the attempts of Nkrumah and the mission to visit China. After
this contact, the DRV concluded that a large gap existed between the DRV and Ghana
and that the DRV would not benefit from the visit. Therefore, the DRV rejected the
Ghanaian proposal and postponed the visit of Nkrumah to the DRV. [...]

The NLF's Five-Point Formula was set forth on March 22, 1965. Among other things, it
called for implementation of the Geneva Accords, withdrawal of U.S. troops, and the
unification of the two Vietnams. For the text of the NLF's March 22, 1965, proclamation,
with annotations indicating how the DRV moderated the tone of the original statement
broadcast over Liberation Radio, see Marcus G. Raskin and Bernard B. Fall, eds., The
Viet-Nam Reader, rev. ed., (New York: Random House, 1967), pp. 232-252. See also
Herring, ed., The Secret Diplomacy of the Vietham War, p. 832.

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998



Malraux’s visit to China, August 12, 1965

Between July 19 and August 6 (1965), French Minister of State (Andre) Malraux visited
China as special envoy of de Gaulle. At first, the French government indicated that
Malraux would come to China as a private visitor. It did so for three reasons: to protect
France's prestige as a "big power" and not to appear that it needed our help; to prevent
the prospect that we would reject Malraux's visit because he served as a peace broker
on Vietnam; and not to irritate the United States. After Malraux’s arrival in China, the
French government worried that our leaders would not receive him. As a result, it
stressed that de Gaulle wanted to conduct talks with our leaders and that Malraux was
making an official visit. But in public statements the French government still insisted that
Malraux was making a private trip. We expressed our dissatisfaction with the unclear
identity of Malraux and the trick played by the French government. Later, the French
government delivered a letter of introduction from de Gaulle to Chairman Liu (Shaoq;i),
authorizing Malraux to "thoroughly exchange views" with China on "significant issues
concerning both China and France as well as the future of the world." It also expressed
apologies to us. To exploit Franco-American contradictions and to woo de Gaulle,
Chairman Mao, Chairman Liu, Premier Zhou, and Deputy Premier Chen (Yi) all received
Malraux and discussed with him the following issues:

(1) Vietnam and Indochina

The Vietnam question was a primary issue that Malraux wanted to discuss. Rather than
raising the issue directly, he chose to sound us out indirectly. Deputy Premier Chen
asked Malraux whether he carried any specific proposals on Vietnam from de Gaulle, he
replied no, saying that France would not initiate any proposal without obtaining China's
agreement. During his meeting with Premier (Zhou), Malraux indirectly advanced the
"Indochina neutralization” plan: to divide Vietnam along the Truong Son Ra mountain.
The area east of the mountain, including Saigon, would belong to the DRV or the NLF;
the area west of the mountain as well as Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand would be
"neutralized.” Malraux also asked whether it was possible to open negotiations when the
United States "promised” to withdraw troops. Premier immediately repudiated Malraux's
plan, pointing out that the boundaries in Indochina had long been established and that
what needed to be discussed at the moment was the respect for the independence and
neutrality of Cambodia and Laos on the basis of the Geneva Accords. Premier also
explained our position on Vietnam and expressed our firm support for the anti-American
patriotic struggle of the Viethamese people. He contended that the United States, rather
than seeking to preserve its prestige and disengage, desired to stay in Vietnam.

(2) Opposing American-Soviet Hegemony (not translated).

(3) Reform of the United Nations (not translated).

{(4) Sino-French Relations (not translated).

(5) Chinese Domestic Issues (not translated).

August 12, 1965.

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998



Mao's Conversation with the Party and Government Delegation of the Democratic
Republic of Vietham 110, October 20, 1965

You are fighting an excellent war. Both the South and the North are fighting well. The
people of the whole world, including those who have already awakened and those who
have not awakened, are supporting you. The current world is not a peaceful one. It is not
you Vietnamese who are invading the United States, neither are the Chinese who are
waging an aggressive war against the United States.

Not long ago the Japanese Asahi Shimbun and Yomiuri Shimbun published several
reports filed by Japanese correspondents from South Vietnam. U.S. newspapers
described these reports as unfair, thus provoking a debate. | am not referring to the
Japanese Communist newspaper, Akahata. | am talking about Japanese bourgeois
newspapers. This shows that the direction of the media is not favorable to the United
States. Recently the demonstration by the American people against the American
government's Vietnam policy has developed. At the moment it is primarily American
intellectuals who are making trouble.

But all this are external conditions. In fact what will solve the problem is the war you are
fighting. Of course you can conduct negotiations. In the past you held negotiations in
Geneva. But the American did not honor their promise after the negotiations. We have
had negotiations with both Chiang Kai-shek and the United States. Rusk said that the
United States has had most negotiations with China. But we stick to one point: the
United States must withdraw from Taiwan, and after that all other problems can be easily
resolved. The United States does not accept this point. China and the United States
have been negotiating for ten years and we are still repeating the same old words. We
will not give up that point. The United States once wanted to exchange press
delegations with us. They argued that when we began with minor issues, we could better
settle major problems later. We contended that only by starting from major issues could
minor problems be easily resolved.

You withdrew your armed forces from the South in accordance with the Geneva Accords.
As a result, the enemy began to kill people in the South, and you revived armed struggle.

At first you adopted political struggle as a priority supplemented by armed struggle. We
supported you. In the second stage when you were carrying out political and armed
struggles simuitaneously, we again supported you. In the third stage when you are
pursuing armed struggle as a priority supplemented by political struggle, we still support
you. In my view, the enemy is gradually escalating the war; so are you. In the next two

and three years you may encounter difficulties. But it is hard to say, and it may not be so.

We need to take this possibility into consideration. So long as you have made all kinds of
preparations, even if the most difficult situation emerges, you will not find it too far from
your initial considerations. Isn't this a good argument? Therefore there are two essential
points: the first is to strive for the most favorable situation, and the second to prepare for
the worst.

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998




Discussion between Chen Yi and Le Duc Tho, October 17, 1968

Chen Yi criticizes Vietnam on past concessions to the US, which undermine China and
the NLF:; Chen Yi also criticizes Vietnam'’s acceptance of Soviet proposals to negotiate.

Chen Yi: (4) In our opinion, in a very short time, you have accepted the compromising
and capitulationist proposals put forward by the Soviet revisionists. So, between our two
parties and the two governments of Vietnam and China, there is nothing more to talk
about. Nevertheless, as President Ho has said, our relationship is one of both comrades
and brothers; we will therefore consider the changes of the situation in November and
will have more comments.

Le Duc Tho: On this matter, we will wait and see. And the reality will give us the answer.
We have gained experience over the past 15 years. Let reality justify.

Chen Yi: We signed the Geneva accords in 1954 when the US did not agree to do so.
We withdrew our armed forces from the South to the North, thus letting the people in the
South be killed. We at that time made a mistake in which we [Chinese] shared a part.

Le Duc Tho:; Because we listened to your advice.3
Chen Yi: You just mentioned that in the Geneva Conference, you made a mistake

because you followed our advice. But this time, you will make another mistake if you do
not take our words into account.

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998



Discussion between Mao Zedong and Pham Van Dong, November 17, 1968

Mao Zedong: After some years of struggling against them, you should consider not only
your difficulties but also your enemy's. You have been fighting for more than a dozen of
years. 23 years have passed since the Japanese surrender in 1945 but your country is
still existing. You have fought the Japanese, French, and now you are fighting the
Americans. But Vietnam still exists like other countries, and more than that, it has
developed to a greater extent.

Pham Van Dong: That is true.

Mao Zedong: Why was the Geneva Conference convened? ([he] asks Comrade Zhou
Enlai). In the past, | did say that we had made a mistake when we went to the Geneva
conference in 1954. At that time, President Ho Chi Minh wasn't totally satisfied. It was
difficult for President Ho to give up the South, and now, when | think twice, | see that he
was right. The mood of the people in the South at that time was rising high. Why did we
have the Geneva conference? Perhaps, France wanted it.

Zhou Enlai: It was proposed by the Soviet Union. Khrushchev at that time was in power.
And in January 1954, the Soviets wanted to solve the problem.

Mao Zedong: Now, | cannot remember the whole story. But | see that it would be better if
the conference could have been delayed for one year, so the troops from the North
could come down [to the South] and defeat [the enemy].

Pham Van Dong: At that time, we were fighting in the whoie country, having no division
between the North and the South.

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977," May 1998




Discussion between Zhou Enlai and Pham Van Dong, March 21, 1970
Zhou Enlai advises to support Prince Sihanouk over Lon Nol.

The fighting capability of the Sihanouk faction cannot match yours. So if Sihanouk
agrees to establish a united front, Cambodian forces can be stronger. But France
advises him not to with the reason that if he allows the Viethamese to enter Cambodia,
they will not leave. France, at the same time, thinks that Sihanouk does not entirely
listen to France, so France wants to replace Sihanouk by Lon Nol. Yet, Sihanouk is
tilting to the Soviet Union and China, thus reducing French influence. For his part, Lon
Nol does not want to displease China and the Soviet Union. On March 18, after the coup,
Lon Nol did not attack your forces in the border areas and he did not press us to solve
this problem. On March 18, they destroyed houses of Chinese and Vietnamese living in
Svay Rieng province. On the 19th, however, they stopped these acts. And on the 20th,
they issued a special order not to damage the Chinese and Soviet embassies in Phnom
Penh. Lon Nol is also afraid that the Khmer people will rise up against him and at the
same time, afraid that if he aftacks [forces in South] Vietnam, North Vietnam will fight
back. China will support North Vietnam. In that way, the war will broaden. War has
broken out in Laos. A similar situation can occur in Cambodia.

Thus the situation in Indochina will return to the one before the Geneva Conference of
1954. | am sure that you still remember what comrade Mao told President Ho:
"Indochina is united as a bloc. This situation was created by the French.” If the situation
develops that way—which is what the US actions will lead to—Indochina will become a
united battlefield.

| do not know whether the forces of Um Savuth2 have reached Rattanakiri, and have
they contacted Vietnamese forces?

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998



Discussion between Mao Zedong and Le Duan, May 11 1970
Mao Zedong advises Le Duan not to fear the United States.

Mao Zedong: You can [land at our airports]. We do not fear. If the American air force
comes to attack the "shelters" of Viethamese air force, let them come.

Le Duan: Although we issued such instructions, still we needed to rely on your support.
At that time, you dispatched several divisions to Vietnam, also engaged in fighting
American planes.

Mao Zedong: That is true. The Americans are afraid of being beaten, and they have no
guts. You may negotiate [with the Americans]. | am not saying that you cannot negotiate,
but your main energy should be put on fighting. Who sabotaged the two Geneva
conferences? Both you and us truthfully abided by [the resolutions of the conferences].
But they did not. It is better that they did not.

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998




Discussion between Le Duc Tho and leng Sary, September 07 1971

Le Duc Tho offers advice to leng Sary about the current conflict between China and the
Soviet Union.

Le Duc Tho: We will always remember the experience in 1954. Comrade Zhou Enlai
admitted his mistakes in the Geneva Conference of 1954. Two or three years ago,
comrade Mao also did so. [n 1954, because both the Soviet Union and China exerted
pressure, the outcome became what it became. We have proposed that the Chinese
comrades admit their mistakes and now | am telling you, the Cambodian comrades,
about this problem of history.

We should be independent in thoughts, promote international solidarity and solidarity
with the Soviet Union and with China. We have to fight a big imperialist country. If we
take sides in the Sino-Soviet dispute, the situation will become more complicated. At
present, China considers that it has two enemies, namely the Soviet Union and the US.
It therefore will not be beneficial if we take sides.

[Notes:

1. leng Sary (1930-), Pol Pot's closest collaborator in the Cambodian Communist Party
Politburo. He moved to Beijing in 1971, where he established the authority of the Khmer
Rouge over Sihanouk's government in exile. He was responsible for foreign affairs in the
government of Democratic Kampuchea after 1975. Defected to the Hun Sen-Ranaridh
government in 1996.]

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998




Discussion between Zhou Enlai and Le Duc Tho July 12 1972

Zhou Enlai advises Le Duc Tho on negotiations with the US, particularly the issue of
Nguyen Van Thieu.

Zhou Enlai: We are asking the US to remove Thieu. However, if we hint that Thieu can
be accepted, the US will be surprised because they do not expect that. Of course, Thieu
cannot be a representative of a government. But in negotiations, surprise is necessary.

In the pro-American force, Thieu is a chieftain. He is the one that sells out his courttry.
Yet, he plays a decisive role in his party. We, therefore, cannot solve anything if we only
talk with other figures in his party rather than him. Of course how to solve this problem is
your job. However, as comrades, we would like to refer to our experience: In the civil war,
no result would be gained if we insisted on talking with Jiang's ministers but not with
Jiang himself. In the Korean War, we talked with Eisenhower. At the Geneva Conference,
because [French Prime Minister Georges] Bidault was stubborn, siding with the US, talks
did not continue. When [Bidault's successor as Prime Minister in 1954, Pierre] Mendes-
France came to power and was interested in negotiations, the problem was solved. That
means we have to talk with the chieftains. Again, our talks with the US did not proceed
until the visit by Nixon to China. [North Korean Prime Minister] Comrade Kim Il Sung is
also trying to talk directly with [South Korean President] Park Chung Hee. We do the
same in our relations with Japan. These are historical facts. The CCP Politburo has
discussed this matter, but it is up to you to decide.

Source: CWIHP Working Paper 22, “77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign
Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-1977,” May 1998




Comrade B on the Plot of the Reactionary Chinese Clique Against Vietnam, 1979

Speech by Comrade B (Le Duan) regarding the plot of reactionary Chinese clique
against Vietnam. Published in CWIHP Bulletin Nos 12/13.

COMRADE B ON THE PLOT OF THE REACTIONARY CHINESE CLIQUE AGAINST
VIETNAM

Generally speaking, after we had defeated the Americans, there was no imperialist that
would dare to fight us again. The only persons who thought they could still fight us and
dared to fight us were Chinese reactionaries. But the Chinese people did not want it like
that at all. | do not know how much longer some of these Chinese reactionaries will
continue to exist. However, as long as they do, then they will strike us as they have just
recently done [meaning in early 1979]. If war comes from the north, then the [northern
central] provinces of Nghe An, Ha Tinh and Thanh Hoa will become the bases for the
entire country. They are unparalleled as the most efficient, the best and the strongest
bases. For if the Deltas [in the north] continued as an uninterrupted stretch, then the
situation would be very complicated. Not at all a simple matter. If it had not been for the
Vietnamese, there would not have been anyone to fight the USA, because at the time
the Vietnamese were fighting the USA, the rest of the world was afraid of the USA...
Although the Chinese helped [North] Korea, it was only with the aim of protecting their
own northern flank. After the fighting had finished [in Korea] and when the pressure was
on Vietnam, he [this appears to be a reference to Zhou Enlai as the text soon seems to
suggest] said that if the Vietnamese continued to fight they would have to fend for
themselves. He would not help any longer and pressured us to stop fighting.

When we had signed the Geneva Accords, it was precisely Zhou Enlai who divided our
country into two [parts]. After our country had been divided into northern and southern
zones in this way, he once again pressured us into not doing anything in regard to
southern Vietnam. They forbade us from rising up [against the US-backed Republic of
Vietnam]. [But] they, [the Chinese,] could do nothing to deter us.

When we were in the south and had made preparations to wage guerrilla warfare
immediately after the signing of the Geneva Accords, Mao Zedong told our Party
Congress that we had to force the Lao to transfer immediately their two liberated
provinces to [the] Vientiane government. Otherwise the Americans would destroy them,
a very dangerous situation [in the Chinese view]! Vietnam had to work at once with the
Americans [concerning this matter]. Mao forced us in this way and we had to do it.[...]

Upon reaching the south, | immediately cabled Bac Ho to ask to remain [in the south]
and not to return to the north, so that | could fight for another ten years or more. [To
Zhou Enlai]: "Comrade, you caused me hardship such as this [meaning Zhou's role in
the division of Vietnam at Geneva in 1954]. Did you know that, comrade?"

Zhou Enlai said: "l apologize before you, comrade. | was wrong. | was wrong about that
[meaning the division of Vietham at Geneval].” After Nixon had already gone to China, he
[Zhou Enlai] once again came to Vietnam in order to ask me about a number of
problems concerning the fighting in southern Vietnam.

Source: CWIHP Bulletin 12/13







