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Virunga National Park, 1976 and 2006

The Virunga Park area in Uganda, Rwanda, and the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo (DRC) is home to over half of the world’s 

700 surviving mountain gorillas. Surrounding the protected areas, 

however, are some of the densest human populations in Africa. In 

addition to population pressure, armed conflict in the region has 

made habitat and species protection very difficult.

In the 1978 image (left), a line between the protected areas and 

the populated agricultural areas surrounding the parks is already  

 

 

apparent. While the boundary of the parks has remained largely 

intact since the mid-1970s, during the 1990s and early 2000s, 

large numbers of people moved into the area surrounding the 

parks, many of them refugees from armed conflicts in Rwanda, 

Uganda, and the DRC. The decline in areas of green outside the 

protected areas in the 2006 image (right) suggests that few fallow 

fields and little natural vegetation remain.

© 2008-2009 UNEP/GRID-Sioux Falls



Report
Environmental Change and Security Program

The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

One Woodrow Wilson Plaza • 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20004-3027

Tel: (202) �691-�4000 • Fax: (202) �691-4001

ecsp@wilsoncenter.org

www.wilsoncenter.org/ecsp

www.newsecuritybeat.blogspot.com

Issue 13 2008–2009

Environmental Change and Security Program





Environmental Change and Security program

iii

Since 1994, the Environmental Change and Security Program (ECSP) has promoted dialogue on 
the connections among environmental, health, and population dynamics and their links to conflict, 
human insecurity, and foreign policy. ECSP brings international policymakers, practitioners, and 
scholars to Washington, D.C., to address the public and fellow experts on four specific initiatives: 

•	 China Environment Forum: www.wilsoncenter.org/cef
•	 Environment and Security: www.wilsoncenter.org/es
•	 Population, Health, and Environment: www.wilsoncenter.org/phe
•	 Water: Navigating Peace: www.wilsoncenter.org/water

ECSP’s work is freely available on its comprehensive website, www.wilsoncenter.org/ecsp 

•	 �Two annual journals, the Environmental Change and Security Program Report and the China 
Environment Series: www.wilsoncenter.org/ecsppubs

•	 �ECSP News, a monthly e-mail newsletter linking more than 4,000 subscribers to news, 
meeting summaries, and event invitations: www.wilsoncenter.org/ecspsubscribe 

•	 �Focus, a series of papers on population, health, and environment:  
www.wilsoncenter.org/ecspfocus

•	 �The New Security Beat blog, analysis and commentary on today’s news:  
www.newsecuritybeat.blogspot.com

•	 Audio and video interviews on ECSP’s YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/ecspwwc
•	 Webcasts and summaries of every ECSP event: www.wilsoncenter.org/ecspevents

ECSP’s core activities are made possible by the generous support of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development’s Office of Population and Reproductive Health. ECSP and its 
China Environment Forum also receive support from the International Institute for Sustainable 
Development, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the United Nations Environment Programme, 
additional offices within the U.S. Agency for International Development, Waters Corporations, 
Western Kentucky University, and private individuals. ECSP is directed by Geoffrey D. Dabelko 
and is housed in the Woodrow Wilson Center’s Division of International Security Studies, headed 
by Robert S. Litwak.
The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars is the living, national memorial to 

President Wilson established by Congress in 1968 and headquartered in Washington, D.C. It is a 
nonpartisan institution, supported by public and private funds, engaged in the study of national 
and world affairs. The Wilson Center establishes and maintains a neutral forum for free, open, and 
informed dialogue. The Center is directed by the Honorable Lee H. Hamilton, and its Board of 
Directors is chaired by the Honorable Joseph B. Gildenhorn.
To subscribe or for instructions regarding the submission of articles, please contact ECSP at 

ecsp@wilsoncenter.org or (202) 691-4000.
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