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THE BUSINESS CASE

• Cost Reduction
• Futureproofing/risk mitigation
• Reputation Enhancement
• Employee  Retention
• License to Operate
• Investor Attraction
• Market Opportunity 
•



THE GLOBAL GOALS



IT DOES MAKE DOLLARS & SENSE?

BY 2030: 

Sustainable business models could unlock $12 trillion in revenue and 
savings and create up to 380 million jobs.

Business & Sustainable Development Commission

The Paris Agreement will help to open up nearly $23 trillion in 
opportunities for climate-smart investments in certain emerging 
markets. 

IFC

The world is expected to invest around $90 trillion in infrastructure.
New Climate Economy



TOMORROW’S MARKETS: 
MANY MORE PEOPLE, LESS POVERTY

Ernst and Young 2013



RESOURCE LIMITS COULD PUT A BRAKE ON 
BUSINESS GROWTH

IUN International Resource Panel

IGNORE
resource limitations

IMPROVE
existing models

EMBRACE
new models



DELINKING BUSINESS GROWTH & 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT



SYSTEMIC CHALLENGES

DEVELOPED 
ECONOMIES

EMERGING 
ECONOMIES



IGNORE

IMPROVE

EMBRACE

TRANSPORT



IGNORE

IMPROVE

EMBRACE

APPAREL



CALL TO ACTION FOR BUSINESSES



DOWNLOAD THE PAPER
www.wri.org/publication/
elephant-in-the-boardroom

JOIN THE 
CONVERSATION
#TomorrowsMarkets
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