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1. Introduction 

 
a. Trade Surge: Brazil's bilateral trade with most 

of its Asian partners more than doubled 
between 2002 and 2012.  
 

 
b. Common Narratives about Brazil-Asia Trade 

 
• New(ish) phenomenon 
• China rather than Asia 
• Demand for natural resources 
• Growing asymmetry 



2. Brazil’s Trade Profile 

• Commodities Powerhouse  
 

• Relatively Closed Economy 
 

• Trade and Foreign Policy Profile 
 



3. Key Trends in Brazil-Asia Trade 

• General: Absolute and Relative Gains 
• Asia was the region that registered the 

greatest increase in Brazil's trade between 
2002 and 2011, with a growth of 770%.  

• In comparison, although Brazil’s trade with 
South America also grew during this period, it 
expanded by "only" 403%  

 
• Country-Specific 

 
• Impact of Crisis 

 



Figure 3: Brazil’s Top Ten Trade Partners in 2011 (in 
US$ billions)  

Source: MRE 



Figure 1. Destination of Brazilian Exports  
by Region (2011) 
)  

Source: MRE 



Figure 2. Destination of Brazilian Imports  
by Region (2011) 
 

Source: MRE 



Table 2. Brazilian Imports from East Asia   
 
 



Table 1. Brazilian Exports to East Asia   
 
 



Graph 1. Participation of manufactured products in 
Brazilian exports to Asia, China, and Japan (%) 
 



3. Conclusions 

a. Diversification, Intensification and Asymmetry 
 
b. Constraints on Brazil-Asia Trade 

• Structural  
• Institutional Arrangements 

 
c. Current Context 

• Economic Slowdown 
 
Brazil at a Crossroads 

 
 



Obrigada  
Thank 
you. 



• Parceria entre a Prefeitura do Rio e a PUC-Rio 
• Missão: construir pontes entre a pesquisa 
acadêmica e debates sobre políticas públicas; 
• Equipe multidisciplinar: 35 (pesquisadores, 
doutorandos, mestrandos e estagiários) 
• 150+ publicações  (português e inglês) 
• Eventos: seminários e debates 
• Rede de instituições (think tanks, ONGs, 
centros de pesquisa) nos BRICS e outros 
países 
• Temas de pesquisa (cooperação para o 
desenvolvimento; multilateralismo; segurança e 
defesa; políticas públicas; desenvolvimento 
urbano; comércio e investimentos, etc.) 
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