THE FIGHT AGAINST
DEFORESTATION IN BRAZIL

Deforestation in the Amazon escalated after years of progress during the first decade of the
century, with data released by Brazil's National Space Research Institute (INPE) estimating a 29%
increase between August 2015 and July 2016. Yet this trend may be reversing. INPE reported a
16% decrease between August 2016 and July 2017. When administrative orders proposed by the
current government in recent months threatened to reduce protected forests, the Brazilian public

and international community responded forcefully, and the government listened.

WHICH FORESTS WERE THREATENED?

RENCA (National Reserve of Copper

and Associates), Para and Amapa State

Established in 1984, encompasses
9 protected areas.

: z Y Only 0.3% deforested (one of the
Jamanxim National ' Amazon's most intact regions).
|:3".E|r|-(T Para State = Threatened to be completely

1 abolished, opening 4.6 million
hectares (17,800 square miles) of
land, an area equivalent to
Denmark.

Q Declared a national park in 2006.
i Threatened to be reduced by
101,000 hectares (389 square miles),
an area equivalent to 17 Manhattans. .t

Jamanxim National
Forest, Para State

9 Declared a national forest in 2006.
Threatened to be reduced by 486,000
hectares (1.876 square miles, an area SioJo aquim National

equivalent to the state of Delaware. Park. Santa Catarina State

# Declared a national park in 1961.
Threatened to be reduced by 10,000
hectares (39 square miles).

PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSALS

Temer forwards MP756 and MP758, which are
approved by Congress and Senate to
dismember Jamanxim MNational Forest and the
Jamanxim Mational Park and convert them into

Areas of Environmental Protection (APAs), a £ :
weaker form of environmental protection that Joaquim landowners illegally
permits mining, cattle ranching, and private National occupying land inthe
ownership. Park. Amazon.

MP756 also The Chamber of Deputies
proposes to passes MP759, granting
decrease the estate ownership rights to

size of Sao thousands of small

Temer fully vetoes MP756 B razi!'s emrirﬂr! mental minister Temer travels to Norway,
and partially vetoes MP758, José Sarney Filho announces is warned that Brazil could
preventing the reduction of plans to mtr-:_:dur.e anew bill to lose millions of dollars

protected Amazon lands Congress dismembering the from the Amazon Fund if

by 600,000 hectares (2,136 conservation proposals deforestation continues to
square miles). described in the vetoed escalate.

MP756.

Temer abolishes RENCA in - . Federal Judge Ronaldo
decree no. 9147 and opens the i;ﬁg&“ﬁ;?ﬁgﬁg Spanholo annulls both decrees.
reserve to mining. The decision PR Bl ) According to Article 255 of
is met with worldwide lawyer and ' Brazil's Constitution, RENCA
condemnation, resulting in the university professor can only be abolished by

creation of a second clarifying legislative action, not b
from Fortaleza. E : . : Y
decree. presidential order.

Deputy Ricardo Tripoli, Senator Randolf Rodrigues proposes a Temer signs the
President of the bill to reverse decree no. 9147 in the third decree (no.
Environment Committee House of Deputies. Brazilian Minister 9159), which
of the Chamber, called for of Mines and Energy Fernando Coelho abolishes the first
the revocation of decree Filho and Fabio Schvartsman, President decree of RENCA
no. 2147 in a letter to the of Brazil's Vale SA ask Temer not to and closes the region
Civil House. revoke the original abolishment decree. to mining.

Preliminary data released by the National Institute for Space Research
(INPE) estimates a 16% decrease in deforestation between August 1,
J) 2016 and July 31,2017, after two consecutive years of escalation.  \§

CHANGES IN DEFORESTATION (2016-2017)
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